
May 27 - June 2, 2016.  Vol 11 / No 21 (565)                     www.tiranatimes.com                                  Weekly   L. 350     Euro 3  Since 2005

The fraternity of thugs and 
the fraternity of violinists 

Justice reform stalls 
as opposition unhappy 
with proposed draft

Decriminalization law 
- tip of the iceberg?

Editorial

There have been, and there will  always be two Albania-s! 
This week there were two developments that could 
illustrate this paradigm very well. One of them caused 
a lot of attention and media coverage. The other not so 
much. 

The progress of justice reform has hit 
another roadblock as the country’s 
opposition is asking for political 
negotiations over concerns the proposed 
draft will lead to political capture of the 
system. 

Talking Albania’s 
foreign policy

The bridges of culture 
in relations between 
Albania and Serbia

Skenderbeu risks 
UEFA suspension 
over match-fixing 
allegations
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“Pjetër Bogrdani” street, P.20/3, Store No.21Korça Traditional Cooking

Foster care scandals 
prompt better state 
monitoring
While the country is still reeling from 
a child abuse scandal registered at a 
children’s home in the northern city of 
Shkodra, another episode involving child 
care institutions has been uncovered by 
an investigative television show, this time 
in the country’s south.

Central bank rules out 
quantitative easing option
The country’s central bank says it has 
ruled out applying quantitative easing to 
boost sluggish lending and consumption 
as an alternative offering limited 
benefits to the Albanian reality where 
the banking system has ample liquidity 
but suffers poor demand and tight 
lending standards as non-performing 
loans remain at 18 percent. 

Divorces hit historic 
high of 5,000
The number of divorces registered a 
historic high in 2015 when more than 
5,000 couples nationwide officially 
ended their marriages, according to a 
newly released report by INSTAT, the 
country’s state statistical office. 
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The law, an initiative of the opposition, is revealing the dark pasts of several MPs and local elected officials

Lonely Planet recommends Albania as 
emerging bird-watching destination
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International protest against 
damming of wild river Vjosa

News

Interview with ALBERT RAKIPI

Nature conservationists and local 
inhabitants joined by hundreds of 
kayakers from all over Europe protested 
in front of government offices in Tirana 
against the projected damming of 

the Vjosa river, considered by many as 
Europe’s last untamed waterway.
The protesters chose an original way 
to present their requests to the Prime 
Minister. Page 4
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By ALBA ÇELA


